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The Narrow Gate 
 
Matthew 7:13–14 (ESV) 
13“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that 
leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14For the gate is 
narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. 

 

1. The Narrow Gate: Accepting the Gospel 

 

a. Separation & death due to our _____________ 
 
Genesis 2:16–17 (ESV) 
16And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of 
every tree of the garden, 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 
 
Isaiah 59:1–4 (ESV) 
1Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear 
dull, that it cannot hear; 2but your iniquities have made a separation 
between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so 
that he does not hear. 3For your hands are defiled with blood and your 
fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies; your tongue mutters 
wickedness. 4No one enters suit justly; no one goes to law honestly; they 
rely on empty pleas, they speak lies, they conceive mischief and give birth 
to iniquity. 

 

b. God’s _______________ for our restoration 

Ezekiel 33:10–11 (ESV) 
10“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: 
‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we rot away 
because of them. How then can we live?’ 11Say to them, As I live, declares 
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the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, 
for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 

c. God’s ________________ solution for mankind 

Romans 3:21–26 (ESV) 
21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the 
law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier 
of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 
John 3:16–17 (ESV) 
16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 
 
John 14:6 (ESV) 
6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. 

 

2. The way is hard that leads to life 

 

a. Repentance 

Isaiah 55:6–7 (ESV) 
6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near;  
7let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let 
him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

 

b. _______________ 
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John 10:10 (ESV) 
10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 
have life and have it abundantly. 
 

c. The way is _________________ 
 
Deuteronomy 8:6–20 (ESV) 
6So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God by walking in 
his ways and by fearing him. 7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a 
good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in 
the valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and 
pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9a land in which you will eat 
bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones 
are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10And you shall eat and 
be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land he has 
given you. 11“Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not keeping 
his commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I command you 
today, 12lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses 
and live in them, 13and when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver 
and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, 14then your heart be 
lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 15who led you through the great and 
terrifying wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground 
where there was no water, who brought you water out of the flinty rock, 
16who fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know, 
that he might humble you and test you, to do you good in the end. 17Beware 
lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten 
me this wealth.’ 18You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who 
gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he 
swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 19And if you forget the LORD your God 
and go after other gods and serve them and worship them, I solemnly warn 
you today that you shall surely perish. 20Like the nations that the LORD 
makes to perish before you, so shall you perish, because you would not 
obey the voice of the LORD your God. 

 

3. The wide gate 

 

a. Did God really say? 

Genesis 3:1 (ESV) 
1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the 
LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You 
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shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 
 

b. _______________________ desires 

 
1 John 2:15–18 (ESV) 
15Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world—the desires 
of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the 
Father but is from the world. 17And the world is passing away along with its 
desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 18Children, it is the 
last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many 
antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 

 

c. _______________________ 

Revelation 20:11–15 (ESV) 
11Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his 
presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12And I 
saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the 
dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they 
had done. 13And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades 
gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of 
them, according to what they had done. 14Then Death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15And if 
anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into 
the lake of fire. 

 

4. Enter by the narrow gate 

 

a. We all have a ______________________ 

 

b. Those who find it are _____________… 

 


