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Desperate Times

Genesis 47:1-31 (ESV)

1So Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, “My father and my brothers, with their
flocks and herds and all that they possess, have come from the land of
Canaan. They are now in the land of Goshen.” 2And from among his
brothers he took five men and presented them to Pharaoh. 3Pharaoh said to
his brothers, “What is your occupation?” And they said to Pharaoh, “Your
servants are shepherds, as our fathers were.” They said to Pharaoh, “We
have come to sojourn in the land, for there is no pasture for your servants’
flocks, for the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. And now, please let
your servants dwell in the land of Goshen.” SThen Pharaoh said to Joseph,
“Your father and your brothers have come to you. 5The land of Egypt is
before you. Settle your father and your brothers in the best of the land. Let
them settle in the land of Goshen, and if you know any able men among
them, put them in charge of my livestock.”

. works/contributes

2 Thessalonians 3:10 (ESV)
10For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If
anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat.

Leviticus 23:22 (ESV)

22“*And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field
right up to its edge, nor shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest.
You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: | am the LORD your
God.”

“Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father and stood him before Pharaoh,
and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8And Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How many are
the days of the years of your life?” And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of
the years of my sojourning are 130 years. Few and evil have been the days
of the years of my life, and they have not attained to the days of the years of
the life of my fathers in the days of their sojourning.” *°And Jacob blessed
Pharaoh and went out from the presence of Pharaoh. 11Then Joseph settled
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his father and his brothers and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt,
in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had
commanded. 2And Joseph provided his father, his brothers, and all his
father’s household with food, according to the number of their dependents.

e Jacob Pharaoh

e Few and evil have been the days of the years of my life

13Now there was no food in all the land, for the famine was very severe, so
that the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan languished by reason of the
famine. 1*And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land
of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, in exchange for the grain that they
bought. And Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh’s house. *>*And when
the money was all spent in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all
the Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us food. Why should we die
before your eyes? For our money is gone.” 18And Joseph answered, “Give
your livestock, and | will give you food in exchange for your livestock, if your
money is gone.” 17So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph
gave them food in exchange for the horses, the flocks, the herds, and the
donkeys. He supplied them with food in exchange for all their livestock that
year.

e A costthatis actually a

18And when that year was ended, they came to him the following year and
said to him, “We will not hide from my lord that our money is all spent. The
herds of livestock are my lord’s. There is nothing left in the sight of my lord
but our bodies and our land. **Why should we die before your eyes, both we
and our land? Buy us and our land for food, and we with our land will be
servants to Pharaoh. And give us seed that we may live and not die, and
that the land may not be desolate.” 2°So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt
for Pharaoh, for all the Egyptians sold their fields, because the famine was
severe on them. The land became Pharaoh’s. 2*As for the people, he made
servants of them from one end of Egypt to the other. 220nly the land of the
priests he did not buy, for the priests had a fixed allowance from Pharaoh
and lived on the allowance that Pharaoh gave them; therefore they did not
sell their land. 23Then Joseph said to the people, “Behold, | have this day
bought you and your land for Pharaoh. Now here is seed for you, and you
shall sow the land. 2*And at the harvests you shall give a fifth to Pharaoh,
and four fifths shall be your own, as seed for the field and as food for
yourselves and your households, and as food for your little ones.” 25And
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they said, “You have saved our lives; may it please my lord, we will be
servants to Pharaoh.” 26So Joseph made it a statute concerning the land of
Egypt, and it stands to this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth; the land
of the priests alone did not become Pharaoh’s.

e Debt Slavery vs. Chattel Slavery

e What Joseph did instead... he gave them

Leviticus 25:39-40 (ESV)

39“If your brother becomes poor beside you and sells himself to you, you
shall not make him serve as a slave: 4°he shall be with you as a hired
worker and as a sojourner. He shall serve with you until the year of the
jubilee.

2'Thus Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen. And they
gained possessions in it, and were fruitful and multiplied greatly. 26And
Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. So the days of Jacob, the
years of his life, were 147 years. 22And when the time drew near that Israel
must die, he called his son Joseph and said to him, “If now | have found
favor in your sight, put your hand under my thigh and promise to deal kindly
and truly with me. Do not bury me in Egypt, 3°but let me lie with my fathers.
Carry me out of Egypt and bury me in their burying place.” He answered, ‘I
will do as you have said.” 3*And he said, “Swear to me”; and he swore to
him. Then Israel bowed himself upon the head of his bed.

Ecclesiastes 5:2—-4 (ESV)

2Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word
before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your
words be few. 3For a dream comes with much business, and a fool’s voice
with many words. “When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for
he has no pleasure in fools. Pay what you vow.

Matthew 5:33-37 (ESV)

33“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear
falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 3*But | say to
you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God,
35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the
great King. *6And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make
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one hair white or black. ¥’Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything
more than this comes from evil.

What can we learn?

e Desperate times will bring /perspective to
the value of things...

Luke 12:13-15 (ESV)

13Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.” 1“But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or
arbitrator over you?” 1°And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your
guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of his possessions.”

e The power to save/make a

Leviticus 25:35-38 (ESV)

35If your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain himself with you, you
shall support him as though he were a stranger and a sojourner, and he
shall live with you. 36Take no interest from him or profit, but fear your God,
that your brother may live beside you. 3"You shall not lend him your money
at interest, nor give him your food for profit. 38 am the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan, and to
be your God.

Matthew 25:31-40 (ESV)

3"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32Before him will be gathered all the
nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his
right, but the goats on the left. 3*Then the King will say to those on his right,
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world. 35For | was hungry and you gave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, | was a stranger and you
welcomed me, %61 was naked and you clothed me, | was sick and you visited
me, | was in prison and you came to me.’ 3’Then the righteous will answer
him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you drink? 38And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or
naked and clothe you? %°And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit
you?’ “°And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did it to
one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’
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